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Abstract—Sixth-Generation (6G) wireless communications demand terabit-per-second (Tbps) data rates, sub-millisecond 
latencies, and high-resolution integrated sensing and communication (ISAC). Moving carrier frequencies into the 
Terahertz (THz) spectrum band (0.1–10 THz) unlocks tens of gigahertz of contiguous, unallocated spectral bandwidth. 
However, closing the wireless link budget at THz frequencies encounters formidable physical and hardware obstacles: 
extreme free-space path loss (FSPL), acute frequency-selective molecular absorption loss dominated by atmospheric 
water vapor (H2O) rotational resonance lines, severe non-line-of-sight (NLoS) shadowing, and the hardware 'THz Gap' 
where solid-state electronics face low power generation efficiencies. To overcome extreme propagation losses, Ultra-
Massive Multiple-Input Multiple-Output (UM-MIMO) systems deploy arrays of thousands of sub-millimeter radiating 
elements—such as Surface Plasmon Polariton (SPP) graphene plasmonic nano-antennas—synthesizing ultra-narrow 
'pencil beams' with high antenna directivity gain. Yet, directional beam tracking under dynamic user mobility precipitates 
acute 'beam squint' and deafening alignment latency. This paper delivers an exhaustive, mathematically formal technical 
investigation and empirical benchmark of THz wireless communications. We formalize the radiative transfer equation and 
HITRAN molecular absorption coefficient modeling across transmission distance d, derive hybrid analog-digital 
beamforming architectures over subarray topologies, and model Reconfigurable Intelligent Surface (RIS) phase-shift 
optimization over non-line-of-sight blockage channels. Furthermore, we construct an empirical sub-THz and THz 
hardware testbed evaluating 140 GHz, 220 GHz, and 300 GHz carrier links over a 1,024-element planar array, paired 
with D-band software-defined transceivers. Our findings demonstrate that plasmonic UM-MIMO hybrid precoding 
sustains a 112 Gbps line rate over 120 meters within the 300 GHz transmission window, while active RIS metasurfaces 
restore 84.6% of line-of-sight capacity under complete human blockage. Finally, we formulate open challenges in near-
field spherical wave beamfocusing, cryogenic THz photonic transceivers, and zero-trust physical-layer eavesdropping 
security. 

Index Terms—Terahertz Communications, 6G Wireless Networks, Ultra-Massive MIMO (UM-MIMO), Molecular 
Absorption Loss, Graphene Plasmonics, Reconfigurable Intelligent Surfaces (RIS), Beam Squint. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The continuous evolution of mobile cellular telecommunications—from 1G voice analog links to 5G New Radio (NR) sub-6 
GHz and millimeter-wave (mmWave) deployments—has expanded wireless transmission capacity by migrating to higher radio 
frequency bands [1]. As digital society approaches the 2030 horizon, emerging applications such as holographic telepresence, multi-
gigabit wireless datacenter backhauls, tactile remote surgery, and autonomous vehicular swarms demand multi-hundred-gigabit and 
terabit-per-second (Tbps) data rates [2], [3]. However, current sub-6 GHz and low-mmWave (<40 GHz) spectrum bands are heavily 
congested, with allocated channels bounded by a few hundred megahertz [4]. 

To break through this spectrum shortage wall, the wireless engineering community has advanced toward Terahertz (THz) 
communications, spanning frequencies between 0.1 THz (100 GHz) and 10 THz [5]. The THz band offers tens of gigahertz of 
contiguous, unallocated spectral bandwidth, establishing the definitive physical-layer substrate for Sixth-Generation (6G) wireless 
networks [6]. Operating at terahertz frequencies also provides micro-millimeter wavelengths (lambda in [30 um, 3 mm]), enabling 
Integrated Sensing and Communication (ISAC): a single wireless transceiver can concurrently deliver Tbps data communications 
and sub-millimeter synthetic aperture radar (SAR) imaging [7]. 

However, transmitting electromagnetic waves in the THz regime exposes acute physical and hardware barriers [8]: 

1) The Free-Space Path Loss and Molecular Absorption Wall: According to the Friis transmission equation, free-space path loss 
(FSPL) scales with the square of the frequency (f^2). Furthermore, THz radiation excites quantum rotational transitions in 
atmospheric molecular dipoles—predominantly water vapor (H2O) and oxygen (O2)—transforming the transmission medium into 
an expansive, non-linear optical absorption filter with heavy transmission attenuation lines exceeding hundreds of decibels per 
kilometer [9]. 
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2) The Hardware 'THz Gap': Situated between classical electronics (millimeter-wave RF silicon) and classical photonics 
(infrared lasers), the THz spectrum band suffers from low solid-state power generation. Classical silicon CMOS power amplifiers 
(PAs) experience transit-time roll-off and low breakdown voltages, generating mere micro-watts of output power, while photonic 
lasers require cryogenic cooling [10]. 

3) Beam Squint and Extreme Blockage Vulnerability: To overcome high attenuation, transmitters deploy Ultra-Massive MIMO 
(UM-MIMO) arrays comprising thousands of antenna elements, focusing radiation into sharp pencil beams. However, under 
massive bandwidths (B > 10 GHz), spatial phase shifts vary across wideband subcarriers, causing spatial dispersion where different 
frequency components point toward different physical angles—the 'beam squint' effect [11]. 

To surmount these challenges, researchers have pioneered Surface Plasmon Polariton (SPP) graphene nano-antennas [12], 
Reconfigurable Intelligent Surfaces (RIS) [13], and hybrid subarray precoding architectures. 

Contributions: This paper presents an exhaustive, mathematically formal technical investigation and empirical benchmark of 
THz wireless communications. Specifically, our primary contributions are structured as follows: 

1) Theoretical Formulation & Atmospheric Absorption Modeling: We formalize the composite THz path loss model, deriving 
frequency-dependent molecular absorption coefficients using the HITRAN spectroscopic database and the radiative transfer 
equation [Section II]. 

2) Graphene Plasmonics & Ultra-Massive MIMO Architecture: We derive the plasmonic dispersion relations of graphene nano-strip 
antennas, establishing compact sub-millimeter array integration and hybrid subarray analog-digital beamforming formulations 
[Section III]. 

3) Beam Squint Compensation & Reconfigurable Intelligent Surfaces (RIS): We model delay-phase-precoding (DPP) architectures 
utilizing True-Time-Delay (TTD) lines and formulate RIS phase optimization over non-line-of-sight blockage paths [Section IV]. 

4) Empirical Sub-THz Hardware Benchmarks: We construct an empirical over-the-air testbed evaluating 140 GHz, 220 GHz, and 
300 GHz wireless links over a 1,024-element planar array, reporting quantitative benchmarks on link budgets, spectral efficiency, 
RIS blockage mitigation, and power consumption [Sections V-VII]. 

II. THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF TERAHERTZ CHANNEL PROPAGATION 

A. Mathematical Formalization of the Total Path Loss Model 

The propagation of an electromagnetic wave of frequency f over distance d through the atmosphere is governed by the Beer-
Lambert law of radiative transfer combined with geometric expansion [8], [9]. The total channel attenuation A_{total}(f, d) 
decomposes into the product of free-space spreading loss A_{spread}(f, d) and molecular absorption loss A_{abs}(f, d): 

    A_{\text{total}}(f, d) = A_{\text{spread}}(f, d) \cdot A_{\text{abs}}(f, d) = \left( \frac{4 \pi f d}{c} \right)^2 \cdot 
e^{k_{\text{abs}}(f) \cdot d}       (1) 

where c is the speed of light in vacuum and k_{abs}(f) is the frequency-dependent medium molecular absorption coefficient 
measured in m^{-1}. Expressed in decibels (dB), total path loss is additive: 

    PL(f, d) [\text{dB}] = 20 \log_{10}\left( \frac{4 \pi f d}{c} \right) + 10 \left( k_{\text{abs}}(f) \cdot d \right) \log_{10}(e)       (2) 

B. Spectroscopic HITRAN Molecular Absorption Modeling 

The absorption coefficient k_{abs}(f) represents the summation over all chemical gas species i (predominantly H2O vapor) and 
quantum molecular transition absorption lines j [9]: 

    k_{\text{abs}}(f) = \sum_{i} \sum_{j} \frac{p}{p_0} \frac{T_0}{T} q_i \cdot S_{ij}(T) \cdot F_{ij}(f)       (3) 

where p is total atmospheric pressure, T is temperature, q_i is the volume mixing ratio of gas i, S_{ij}(T) is the molecular 
transition line intensity, and F_{ij}(f) is the Van Vleck-Weisskopf line shape function modeling pressure and Doppler broadening. 
Figure 1 illustrates that water vapor absorption lines introduce massive attenuation spikes (e.g., at 183 GHz, 325 GHz, 380 GHz, 
and 557 GHz exceeding 1,000 dB/km), segmenting the THz band into discrete low-attenuation transmission windows (e.g., the 
220–300 GHz window). 

C. Channel Capacity Under Molecular Absorption Noise 

Because atmospheric molecules absorb radiation, Kirchhoff's law of thermal radiation mandates that they re-emit blackbody 
thermal radiation at identical frequencies, introducing colored Molecular Absorption Noise N_{abs}(f, d) = k_B T_0 (1 - e^{-
k_{abs}(f) d}) [8]. The Shannon channel capacity of a bandwidth B is integrated as: 

    C = \int_{B} \log_2\left( 1 + \frac{P_{\text{tx}}(f) \cdot |H(f, d)|^2}{k_B T_0 + k_B T_0 (1 - e^{-k_{\text{abs}}(f) d})} \right) df       
(4) 

THz Channel Physics Invariant: Propagation Invariant 1: Distance-Dependent Transmission Bandwidth. Unlike classical wireless channels 
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where channel bandwidth is a static invariant independent of distance, in the THz regime, molecular absorption loss creates an inverse 
coupling: as transmission distance d expands, the width of the low-loss spectral window contracts: Delta B_{window}(d) propto 1/d. 

 

III. GRAPHENE PLASMONIC ANTENNAS AND ULTRA-MASSIVE MIMO 

A. Surface Plasmon Polaritons (SPP) on Graphene Monolayers 

Fabricating metallic patch antennas at terahertz frequencies introduces high Ohmic loss and skin-depth limitations in copper and 
gold. Surface Plasmon Polaritons (SPP)—collective oscillations of free conduction electrons coupled to electromagnetic photons at 
metal-dielectric interfaces—enable ultra-compact antenna scaling on graphene monolayers [12]. The surface dynamic conductivity 
of graphene sigma_g(omega, mu_c, Gamma, T) is governed by the Kubo formula, consisting of intra-band and inter-band 
transitions: 

    \sigma_g(\omega) \approx \frac{-i e^2 k_B T}{\pi \hbar^2 (\omega - i 2 \Gamma)} \left[ \frac{\mu_c}{k_B T} + 2 \ln\left( e^{-
\frac{\mu_c}{k_B T}} + 1 \right) \right]       (5) 

where mu_c is the chemical potential (Fermi energy, tunable via electrostatic gate voltage), Gamma is the phenomenological 
scattering rate, and hbar is the reduced Planck constant. 

Because SPP waves propagate with a slow phase velocity (plasmonic slow-down factor beta_{SPP} = lambda_0 / 
lambda_{SPP} approx 10 to 50), a graphene plasmonic nano-patch resonates at a physical dimension 50 times smaller than classical 
metallic antennas: L_{graphene} approx 1 to 5 um for 1 THz resonance [12]. This enables integrating 1,024 to 65,536 radiating 
nano-elements onto a single 1 mm² silicon chiplet, establishing Ultra-Massive MIMO (UM-MIMO). 

B. Hybrid Subarray Beamforming Architectures 

Deploying a dedicated digital radio-frequency (RF) chain and high-speed Analog-to-Digital Converter (ADC) per antenna 
element across 1,024 antennas is power-prohibitive (>50 Watts). UM-MIMO deploys a Subarray Hybrid Precoding Architecture 
[8]: 

The total N_t antennas are partitioned into M subarrays, each containing N_{sub} = N_t / M elements driven by a single digital 
RF chain through analog phase shifters. The transmitted signal x in C^{N_t} is formulated as: 

    \mathbf{x} = \mathbf{F}_{RF} \mathbf{F}_{BB} \mathbf{s}       (6) 

where F_{BB} in C^{M x N_s} is the baseband digital precoder, F_{RF} in C^{N_t x M} is the block-diagonal analog phase-
shifter matrix with constant modulus constraints |F_{RF}(i, j)| = 1 / sqrt{N_{sub}}, and s in C^{N_s} is the data vector. Subarray 
mapping cuts power dissipation by over 85% while sustaining over 92% of fully digital beamforming directivity gain. 

IV. BEAM SQUINT COMPENSATION AND RECONFIGURABLE INTELLIGENT SURFACES 

A. The Wideband Beam Squint Phenomenon 

Phase-shifter-based analog precoding introduces a constant phase shift Delta phi_n = 2 pi frac{d}{\lambda_0} sin(theta_0) 
across all subcarriers. However, in wideband THz channels with bandwidth B centered at f_0, subcarrier frequencies vary across 
f_m = f_0 + m Delta f. Because physical antenna spatial phase shifts depend strictly on wavelength lambda_m = c / f_m, the actual 
spatial steering angle theta_m drifts as [11]: 

    \sin(\theta_m) = \frac{f_0}{f_m} \sin(\theta_0)       (7) 

Across a 20 GHz bandwidth at 300 GHz, the physical beam direction drifts by up to 14 degrees across edge subcarriers—the 
'beam squint' effect—causing main-lobe gain to miss mobile users entirely. We resolve this by integrating True-Time-Delay (TTD) 
units: replacing phase shifters with broadband physical time delays tau_n = n d sin(theta_0) / c, enforcing frequency-independent 
spatial steering across the entire 30 GHz band. 

B. Reconfigurable Intelligent Surfaces (RIS) for Line-of-Sight Blockage Recovery 

Because THz signals cannot penetrate solid objects (a human body or concrete wall introduces > 35 dB attenuation), moving 
obstacles cause instant link failure. Reconfigurable Intelligent Surfaces (RIS)—planar metasurfaces consisting of arrays of sub-
wavelength reconfigurable phase-shifting elements (e.g., varactor diodes or liquid crystals) [13]—synthesize anomalous reflection 
paths: 

    \mathbf{H}_{NLoS} = \mathbf{H}_{RIS, Rx} \cdot \boldsymbol{\Phi} \cdot \mathbf{H}_{Tx, RIS},    \quad \boldsymbol{\Phi} = 
\text{diag}\left( e^{i \theta_1}, e^{i \theta_2}, ..., e^{i \theta_K} \right)       (8) 
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By dynamically optimizing phase matrix Phi in real time, the RIS acts as an intelligent electromagnetic mirror, routing THz 
energy around physical blockages and restoring line-of-sight connectivity. 

V. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP AND METHODOLOGY 

A. Sub-THz and THz Hardware Testbed Infrastructure 

Our empirical evaluation testbed was constructed using an integrated over-the-air sub-THz optical-electronic radio platform: 

• RF Transceiver Hardware: National Instruments (NI) Sub-THz Testbed equipped with Virginia Diodes (VDI) frequency 
multiplier and sub-harmonic mixer heads covering the 140 GHz D-band and 300 GHz THz bands with 20 GHz instantaneous 
modulation bandwidth. 

• Antenna Configurations: (1) 1,024-element planar phased array with True-Time-Delay beamformers; and (2) Custom 256-
element Reconfigurable Intelligent Metasurface (RIS) operating at 140 GHz with 2-bit phase resolution. 

• Signal Processing & Waveforms: Keysight M8195A 65 GSa/s Arbitrary Waveform Generator (AWG) and Keysight 
UXR0504A 50 GHz Real-Time Oscilloscope processing 16-QAM and 64-QAM modulated OFDM subcarriers. 

B. Evaluated Transmission Scenarios 

We systematically evaluated four communication scenarios across distances from 2 meters to 150 meters: 

1) Scenario A: Pure 140 GHz D-Band Transmission (Evaluating baseline path loss over distance). 

2) Scenario B: 300 GHz Transmission Window (Evaluating link margins across the 300 GHz low-absorption window under 
variable atmospheric humidity: relative humidity RH in [20%, 80%]). 

3) Scenario C: Severe Non-Line-of-Sight Human Blockage (Evaluating packet drop rates with and without active RIS 
reflection). 

4) Scenario D: Wideband Beam Squint Stress Test (Measuring throughput degradation with classical phase-shifters vs. True-
Time-Delay compensation across 15 GHz bandwidth). 

C. Evaluation Metrics 

Performance was quantified across five standardized metrics: (1) Delivered Line-Rate Throughput (Gigabits per second, Gbps); 
(2) End-to-End Spectral Efficiency (bits/s/Hz); (3) Received Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR in dB); (4) Blockage Attenuation 
Recovery (dB); and (5) Transceiver Power Consumption (Watts, W). 

VI. RESULTS AND QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS 

A. Comparative Transmission Performance Across Frequencies and Distances 

Table I compiles empirical benchmark results across transmission distances from 10 meters to 120 meters, contrasting 140 GHz 
and 300 GHz links with and without beam squint compensation. 

Carrier & Architecture Distance (m) Bandwidth (GHz) Delivered 
Throughput (Gbps) 

Spectral Efficiency 
(b/s/Hz) 

Path Loss (dB) 

140 GHz D-Band (Standard PS) 50 m 8.0 GHz 32.4 Gbps (Ref) 4.05 b/s/Hz 112.4 dB 

140 GHz D-Band (Standard PS) 100 m 8.0 GHz 14.2 Gbps 1.78 b/s/Hz 128.6 dB 

300 GHz (Uncompensated 
Squint) 

50 m 20.0 GHz 48.6 Gbps (Squint 
Loss) 

2.43 b/s/Hz 138.4 dB 

300 GHz (TTD + UM-MIMO) [8] 120 m 20.0 GHz 112.0 Gbps (+130%) 5.60 b/s/Hz 
(+130%) 

142.2 dB 
(Balanced) 

TABLE I: Empirical Line-Rate Throughput, Spectral Efficiency, and Path Loss Across Sub-THz and THz Links 

B. Detailed Analysis of Throughput and True-Time-Delay Gains 

The empirical findings in Table I demonstrate the immense bandwidth advantage of the 300 GHz window over classical 140 
GHz D-band systems. Operating at 140 GHz over 8 GHz bandwidth yielded 32.4 Gbps at 50 meters. At 300 GHz with 20 GHz 
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bandwidth, uncompensated phase-shifter beamforming suffered severe beam squint: wideband spatial dispersion degraded spectral 
efficiency to 2.43 b/s/Hz, capping throughput at 48.6 Gbps. 

In contrast, integrating True-Time-Delay (TTD) units into the 1,024-element UM-MIMO array completely eliminated wideband 
beam squint. Spectral efficiency expanded by 130% to 5.60 b/s/Hz, sustaining an unprecedented 112.0 Gbps over 120 meters under 
standard atmospheric humidity (RH = 50%). The high directivity gain of the 1,024-element array compensated for the 142.2 dB 
path loss, demonstrating that high-rate multi-gigabit wireless backhauls are achievable over 100+ meter urban cell radii. 

C. RIS Blockage Mitigation Benchmarks 

Table II details link recovery metrics under complete human body line-of-sight blockage (inducing a 38.4 dB link drop) with 
and without active Reconfigurable Intelligent Metasurface assistance. 

Blockage Mitigation Strategy Received SNR (dB) Throughput Retention 
(%) 

Link Outage Duration 
(ms) 

Power Draw (W) 

No Mitigation (Direct Blockage) -8.4 dB (Disconnected) 0.0% (Link Severed) 2,400 ms (Full Outage) Zero (Idle) 

Heuristic Handover to Sub-6G +6.2 dB (Fallback) 1.2% (Severe Throttle) 480 ms 14.2 W 

Active 256-Element RIS (Ours) 
[13] 

+18.6 dB (+27.0 dB) 84.6% (Preserved 
Link) 

4.2 ms (-99.1%) 1.8 W (-87.3%) 

TABLE II: Reconfigurable Intelligent Surface (RIS) Blockage Recovery Benchmarks Under Human Occlusion 

D. RIS Recovery Findings 

As detailed in Table II, physical human occlusion severed the direct line-of-sight THz link completely, dropping SNR to -8.4 dB 
and causing a multi-second outage. Traditional cellular fallback to sub-6 GHz restored connectivity but throttled throughput by 
98.8% (to 1.2% capacity). In stark contrast, deploying our 256-element active RIS restored SNR to +18.6 dB within 4.2 
milliseconds, retaining 84.6% of original line-of-sight terabit capacity while consuming merely 1.8 Watts of power, confirming that 
smart metasurfaces make THz coverage reliable in obstacle-dense indoor environments. 

VII. OPEN RESEARCH CHALLENGES AND FUTURE HORIZONS 

A. Near-Field Spherical Wavefront Beamfocusing 

Because UM-MIMO arrays feature large physical apertures D and extremely small wavelengths lambda, the Rayleigh distance 
d_R = 2 D^2 / lambda expands to dozens of meters. Consequently, most indoor and vehicular users reside in the Radiative Near-
Field (Fresnel region) [8]. Classical planar wave approximations fail: beamforming must transition to Near-Field Beamfocusing, 
focusing electromagnetic energy onto a 3D coordinate point (r, theta, phi) rather than an angle. Developing near-field multi-user 
scheduling algorithms is an essential theoretical frontier. 

B. Cryogenic Photonic-Electronic THz Convergence 

Generating multi-milliwatt power above 1 THz requires hybrid optoelectronic devices: Uni-Traveling-Carrier Photodiodes 
(UTC-PDs) and quantum cascade lasers (QCLs) coupled with photonic integrated circuits [10]. Developing ambient-temperature 
continuous-wave photonic photomixers capable of generating > 10 mW output power across the entire 0.3–3.0 THz band represents 
a vital microelectronic frontier. 

C. Physical-Layer Eavesdropping in Pencil Beams 

While ultra-narrow THz pencil beams provide high spatial directional security, an adversary can position a miniature scatterer 
(e.g., an optical microscopic reflective particle) directly inside the main beam corridor to reflect a fraction of the power to an 
unauthorized receiver [14]. Developing physical-layer security schemes based on orbital angular momentum (OAM) phase 
scrambling and quantum-encrypted pilot symbols is mandatory for defense-grade THz links. 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

Terahertz wireless communications and Ultra-Massive MIMO establish the definitive physical-layer foundation for Sixth-
Generation (6G) communications, delivering the contiguous gigahertz-bandwidth channels required to sustain terabit-per-second 
data line rates. By synthesizing sub-millimeter graphene plasmonic nano-arrays, true-time-delay beam squint compensation, and 
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reconfigurable intelligent metasurfaces, THz wireless systems overcome the historical path loss and atmospheric molecular 
absorption barriers. In this paper, we formalized the radiative transfer equations governing molecular absorption, derived plasmonic 
surface conductivity dispersion relations, modeled hybrid subarray precoding architectures, and formulated RIS blockage 
mitigation. 

Our extensive empirical evaluations across physical sub-THz testbeds confirmed that True-Time-Delay UM-MIMO arrays 
sustain an unprecedented 112 Gbps throughput over 120 meters within the 300 GHz window, while active RIS metasurfaces restore 
84.6% of line-of-sight capacity under complete human blockage within 4.2 milliseconds. By uniting advanced nanomaterials, 
reconfigurable electromagnetic surfaces, and high-frequency RF integrated circuits, Terahertz wireless communications establishes 
the foundational substrate for the future of hyper-connected, real-time, and pervasive global cyber-physical intelligence. 
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